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Night Catches Us (Tanya Hamilton, 2010; 89 minutes)

Producer: Sean Costello, Jason Orans, Ron Simmons
Writer: Tanya Hamilton
Editor: John Chimples, Affonso Gonçalves
Production Design: Beth Mickle
Cinematography: David Tumblety
Original music: Tom Paul; The Roots

Abstract (adapted from DVD box cover):

In 1976, after years of mysterious absence, Marcus returns to the Philadelphia neighborhood where he came of age during the Black Power movement. He finds acceptance from his old friend Patricia and her daughter, but his arrival raises suspicion among his family and the organization that he once embraced, whose members suspect he orchestrated the slaying of their former comrade-in-arms. In a startling sequence of events, Marcus must protect a secret that could shatter everyone’s beliefs. 
Cast:

Patricia Wilson (Kerry Washington)

Marcus Washington (Anthony Mackie) 

David Gordon (Wendell Pierce)

'DoRight' Miller (Jamie Hector)

Police Officer (Kevin C. Walls)

Bostic Washington (Tariq Trotter)

Old Man Harrison (Thomas Roy)

Carey Ford (Ron Simons)

Jimmy Dixon (Amari Cheatom)

Child in Kitchen (Whitney Wilcox)

Young Detective (Matthew Russell)

T.T (Nakia Dillard)

Police Officer (Art Lyle)

Frank Cherry (William Zielinski)

Cop #2 (Steve Kaufmann)

Colin Dixon (Sadiq Afif)

Neil Wilson (Tariq Rasheed)

Iris Wilson (Jamara Griffin)

Backyard Guest (Tom Leonard) (uncredited)

Questions for Discussion:

1.  How does Hamilton experiment with the narrative format of Night Catches Us, and why? What are the effects for the spectator?

2.  How does Hamilton use a Black Film Aesthetic in Night Catches Us? How does it compare to the films of Micheaux, Blaxploitation, LA Rebellion films, and New Urban Realist films?
3.  How is the Black family represented in Night Catches Us? Find examples from the film to support your points.
4.  How do the urban setting and the history of the Black Panthers function in Night Catches Us? Find examples from the film to support your observations.
5.  How do race, gender, sexuality, and class intersect in Night Catches Us? Find examples from the film to support your observations.
6.  Why is Night Catches Us historically significant?
